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When, some years ago, a contributor of the Century, visiting 
the various religious institutions of learning in our country to collect 
material for an article, found the professors of our Theological Semi- 
nary in St. Louis lecturing to the students in the Latin language and 
basing their exegesis on the original languages of the Bible, Hebrew 
and Greek, he, according to his own words, felt as though translated 
back to the Middle Ages. But, when, after the lecture, a professor 
informed him, in the best of English, that we Lutherans of the nine- 
teenth century hold the very dogmas Luther taught in the sixteenth 


_ century, all of them and no more, he could not suppress the query in 


his mind, how it was possible that men of so much learning could shut 
their eyes to modern progress in scientific and historical researches. 

Ah, had he but spoken out what he thought, the professor 
would soon have convinced him that he and his coworkers and his 
students were perfectly well acquainted with the results of the latest 
historical researches, scientific discoveries, and higher criticism; 
but he would also have shown him, how ancient history is at best 
but a doubtful record of a dark age, modern science (astronomy, 
geology, etc.), speculations of men gone wild over some hypothet- 
ical system, and present criticism, higher so called, a something 
concocted by originality seeking professors in their studies. He 
would have told him that we Lutherans know of a surer foundation 
of truth, the Bible. 

Yes, we Lutherans are a very peculiar, a very conservative 
people. We stand by the old Book. We believe that this Book 
contains the eternal truth, nothing but the truth, and all the truth 
necessary to the salvation of souls. That it is God’s Word, given 
by inspiration. That it is, therefore, more reliable than all human 
wisdom, understanding, and reasoning. That its teachings are not 
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to be curbed and adjusted to agree with the results of human science 
and criticism, but, on the contrary, that human reason ought to ac- 
knowledge the Bible its superior. We accept the teachings of the 
Bible even if our own reason, and that of others, asks, How is this 
possible? 

Because we have this as our principle and strictly carry it out, 
by accepting every word: of God as it reads, we call ourselves the 
true visible church on earth. This principle separates the true Lu- 
theran church from both the Roman Catholic church and all other 
Protestant denominations, because the Roman Catholic church and 
“all Protestant churches, aside of the Lutheran church, are not solely 
guided by the Bible in matters of religion, the Roman Catholic 
church acknowledging the Pope as head supreme, and all the Prot- 
estant churches, excepting the Lutheran church, human reason. 
Luther, however, and all true followers of Luther reject the Pope’s 
and the Church councils’ edicts, as well as the reasonings and spec- 
ulations of Zwingli and Calvin and their followers, demanding from 
both sides unconditional surrender to the Word of God. 

However, my friends, I am to preach to-night neither a polem- 
ical nor an apologetical sermon. But I am carried away by my de- 
sire to have people in general a little acquainted with the true Lu- 
theran church and her doctrines, they being so often and grossly 
misrepresented by non-Lutherans and Lutherans falsely so called. 
If one is to class the Christian denominations according to the prin- - 
ciple of their difference in doctrine, it is not correct to place the 
Roman Catholic church on the one side and all the Protestant de- 
nominations on the other, but you ought to put the Lutheran church 
on the one side and all the other Protestant denominations and the 
Roman Catholic church on the other. 

But when we claim to be the true visible church on earth, we 
do not, like the Roman Catholic church, claim to be the Church, 
outside the pale of which there is no salvation. No, indeed, we be- 
lieve and acknowledge, with thanks to God, that there are also in 
other churches, in spite of error, true Christians, who will surely be 
saved, and we know fully well what the Church is according to the 
Bible. This Holy Christian Church I should like to present to you 
this evening, speaking 

I. Of her foundation and corner stone, and 

II. Of her building. 

I, 


The foundation of the Christian Church is expressly named in 
our text “the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”” The apostles 
and prophets certainly are considered here as the men through whom 
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God revealed Himself to man. Their writings, which we have in 
the Bible, are meant to be the foundation of the Christian Church. 
The Church of God is, therefore, not built upon any earthly foun- 
dation of stone or brick, nor upon any outward organization or con- 
stitution devised by some human intellect. Through these writings 
of the apostles and prophets it is gathered and upheld. The Bible 
is the standard around which all her members gather, the basis upon 
which all her living stones rest. 

But let us not overlook the remark of our text, that ‘‘Jesus 
Christ is the chief corner stone”’ of this foundation. In Him all the 
prophets and apostles center. All that the prophets and apostles 
wrote or spoke pertained to Him. Christ is the chief corner stone, 
Christ, true God and true man, begotten of the Father in eternity 
and born of the Virgin Mary at Bethlehem in Judea. Christ, the 
Lamb of God, with the sins of the whole world on His shoulders; 
Christ, fulfilling the Law of God for all mankind, which was broken 
by Adam and his posterity; Christ, innocently persecuted, arrested, 
and bound by His own people, and delivered into the hands of the 
heathens; Christ, suffering in body and in spirit, at Gethsemane 
and on Calvary, scourged and crucified in atonement for the sins 
of the whole world; Christ, dying for our trespasses ignominiously 
on the cross, and gloriously and victoriously arising for our justifi- 
cation on the third day, ascending into heaven, and now reigning 
one with the Father and the Spirit, in power and in wisdom, ruling 
all affairs in heaven, on earth, and in hell: to Him, His person and 
His deeds, all prophets point forward and all apostles point back- 
ward. Christ, and the doctrine that we are saved not of ourselves, 
without the deeds of the Law, not of works, but by grace through 
faith in Christ, is the center of the Scriptures, of the Old and New 
Testament. All other truths and doctrines contained therein only 
have the object to either prepare the way for Christ or amplify and 
apply the doctrine of justification and salvation. “To Him,” 7. e., 
to Christ, says Peter to Cornelius, ‘‘give all the prophets witness 
that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins,”’ and Paul writes 1 Cor. 2,2: ‘‘For I determined 
not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied.’’ —There we have the foundation of the Christian Church, the 
apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus as chief corner stone. Or 
more clearly stated, the foundation of the Church is Jesus Christ as 
He is revealed in the writings of the apostles and prophets. 

Let us observe the soundness and durability of this foundation. 
The apostles and prophets were men inspired by God; ‘‘for holy 
men spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit;’’ ‘and all Scrip- 
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ture is given by inspiration of God.”” The Bible is, therefore, the 
Word of God, of the eternal, almighty, and all-true God. As sure as 
God cannot lie, not a word of this foundation can fall to the ground, 
every promise it contains will be fulfilled, for God is almighty and 
can easily overcome all obstacles. 

And the chief corner stone of the foundation is Jesus Christ, 
the God-man, truly, the eternal, almighty God. No one is able to 
pluck the sheep of His fold, the members of His Church, out of His 
hands. He is the Savior, and He can surely save to the end. He 
stands firm against everything opposing our salvation. Nothing 
can prevail against Him. The wrath of God— He has satisfied it 
by suffering and dying. The Law unfulfilled —‘‘Christ is the end 
of the Law.” Sin—‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world.”” Death—‘‘He hath abolished death and hath 
brought life and immortality to light.” The devil—his head is 
bruised by the seed of the woman. Hell—‘‘Who is he that con- 
demneth? Christ died.’’ Christ is the rock upon which the Church 
is built, and ‘‘the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’’ 

Foundations of earthly buildings, be they ever so durable, of 
the best of stone, most carefully laid and cemented or mortared, are 
affected by the inclemencies of the weather and by the gnawings of 
the tooth of age, and finally fall to ruins with the structures on 
them. The foundation of the Church, however, has now stood for 
thousands of years and yet shows no speck of decay, no sign of age 
and weakness. Thousands of years many and great powers have 
been at work with the aim to destroy it, but it still stands as of old, 
unshaken and unmarred. With the advancing ages it has only be- 
come the more manifest how sure a foundation it is. Every attempt 
to destroy it seems only to have rooted it the more firmly and deeply 
into the ground. 

The books of old, the prophets and apostles, where are they? 
Here they are, and all over the world! The mighty emperors and 
the mighty popes of Rome, the false prophet Mohammed and his 
savage Turks, and many others made desperate attempts to exter- 
minate them. Ah, here they still are, and all over the world! The 
prophecies, where are they? Fulfilled and being fulfilled. Fulfilled, 
all concerning Christ, His birth and life, His works and wonders, 
His suffering and death, His resurrection and ascension. Fulfilled 
and being fulfilled, all concerning the children of Israel. They re- 
fused to accept the Messiah, handed Him over into the hands of the 
Gentiles to be crucified and killed, and they were punished, their 
city was destroyed, they themselves banished from their country. 
They are and remain, as foretold by Christ, fugitives on the earth, 
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even if -money and power of Jewish and Gentile infidelity were to 
repeat the attempt to rebuild their temple and gather them again 
in Canaan. 

What about the corner stone Christ Jesus, the Messiah? He 
was not acknowledged by His people. He was set at naught by the 
builders. Yet He became the head of the comer, in spite of this all. 
In their blind enmity and foolish rage, in despising and scourging 
and crucifying Him, through these builders God Himself finished 
and polished Him as chief corner stone and laid Him well and deep. 
And up to this date He is chief corner stone of His Church, although 
repeated attempts were made to substitute Him by others, especially 
by one Antichrist on the seven hills. 

Yes, indeed, this foundation has so far withstood all opposing 
powers. But is this experience of the past a perfect surety for the 
future, even if we think of a future in which the world advances with 
the same speed it has done of late? Has not even in our age the 
truth of this foundation and the solidity of the corner stone become 
doubtful to many people? Are not even good and great men, yea, 
professors of theology and doctors of divinity nowadays doubting 
the verbal inspiration of the prophets and apostles? Do not scien- 
tists and historians claim to have detected mistakes in the Bible in 
matters pertaining to history and science? Do not popular preachers 
of the day deny the divinity of Christ and ridicule the doctrine of 
the atonement? Are not many and mighty men, with physical and 
mental powers, earnestly at work to overthrow the foundation? Has 
not the war cry of their determination become loud in every country? 

In a large gathering, once upon a time, there was also an in- 
sane person present, who, while everybody was intently listening to 
the speaker, suddenly jumped up, grasped with all his power one 
of the pillars of the large hall, and yelled at the top of his voice: 
“T’]l tear the house down! I’ll tear the house down!”’ The as- 
sembly, perfectly taken by surprise, was about to resolve itself into 
a panic, when a man with a powerful voice called out: ‘‘Let him 
try it! let him try it!’’’ Quiet was restored at once. And, my 
friends, let them try it, the infidels, the scientists, the professors 
and doctors of divinity so called. Let them try to prove their wild 
assertions concerning the foundation of the Christian Church. They 
cannot. Much learning makes them mad. ‘‘He that sitteth in the 
heavens laughs at them, the Lord has them in derision.’? We can 
rest assured that the foundation of the Church will also stand in 
future, until time isno more. God has said so: “The grass withereth 
and the flower thereof falleth away; but the Word of the Lord en- 
dureth forever,’’ 1 Pet. 1,24. ‘‘Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
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but my Word shall not pass away,’”’ Matt. 25, 35. “Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,’’ Hebr. 13, 8. 

We shall further observe that this is the only foundation of the 
Christian Church. ‘‘For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Many people would like to 
belong to the Christian Church, and even think they do, who do 
not want to rest upon this foundation. They stumble against the 
corner stone, Christ, and reject the foundation, Christ’s doctrines 
as revealed in Holy Writ. They do not belong to the Christian 
Church. The Christian Church, therefore, is found neither among 
the héathen and Turks, who have not the Word of God, nor among 
the Jews and such societies of Christian countries, lodges and the 
like, as reject Christ. The Christian Church can only be found 
where her foundation is, Jesus Christ and the Word of the apostles 
and prophets. Only those who base and build themselves upon 
this Foundation are in the Church, for the Church has no other 
foundation. 


NG 


Who, then, do stand upon this foundation? What is the Chris- 
tian Church? Of whom is her building composed? They evidently 
stand upon the foundation of the Church and make up the building 
of the Church, who accept the Word of God as the foundation of 
their lives and doings and Jesus Christ as their Savior. Our text 
states that ‘‘the fellow-citizens of the saints are of the household of 
God,”’ 7. e., of the Christian Church. Wherewith the definition the 
Apostolic Creed gives of the Holy Christian Church well agrees, 
saying, It is ‘‘the communion of saints.’’ 

Can, therefore, only holy people be added to the Church? Are 
not all men by nature unholy, sinners? Yes, all men are sinners, 
and only holy people are members of the Christian Church. But 
by joining the Christian Church through faith in Christ Jesus they 
become holy, ‘‘for the righteousness of God is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all that believe,”’ Rom. 3, 22. And in this 
very Epistle to the Ephesians, from which our text is taken, Paul 
writes in the fifth chapter: ‘‘Christ gave Himself for it (the Church), 
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.”’ They alone, therefore, belong to the 
Christian Church who believe in Christ the Savior, who, according 
to the language of our text, “are in Him (in Christ) fitly framed 
together.”’ Every stone belonging to this building must be grounded 
upon and rooted into the corner stone Christ Jesus through faith. 
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The correct definition of the Christian Church, therefore, is: the 
communion of saints, or, which is the same, the communion of 
believers. The believers in Christ the Savior, be they where they 
may, in what country, of what color, of what denomination, they 
are the holy Christian Church. And as we cannot see into the heart 
of man and cannot know of a certainty who does truly believe, we 
say, the holy Christian Church is invisible. 

Observe that the structure of the Christian Church is yet in 
building. There are daily added thereto living stones, rooted into 
the corner stone Christ Jesus through faith. The stones are polished 
and the whole building beautified forevermore. The building is con- 
stantly growing in size and beauty, unseen, and will grow to the end 
of days. When all the elect of the habitation of God have been 
gathered through the Spirit, and the Church of Christ is thus com- 
pleted, then this world has served its purpose and will be destroyed. 

I would here like to speak a few words to those who are forever 
finding fault with the Christian Church, judging her by her outward 
appearance, pointing out how she is split up into innumerable de- 
nominations at war with one another, how all the churches are full 
of hypocrites, how the church takes such an humble position in this 
world, how her ministers, as a rule, are not the great of this world 
and her members right simple, uninfluential persons. Let me tell 
you right plainly, this betrays ignorance on your part and nothing 
more. The outward organizations and denominations are as little 
the Church as the wooden and stone structures which commonly 
are called churches, aye, as little as the scaffolding around an edifice 
in building is any part of the building itself. The hypocrites are 
no more members of the Christian Church than, to give you a right 
blunt illustration, a negro, who has painted himself white, is a 
Caucasian. And to judge the Christian Church by her ministers 
and workers is just as foolish as to judge a building by the men who 
carry stones and mortar to the master-builder. Christ is the Archi- 
tect and Master-builder of the Christian Church. I well know that 
very many so-called builders of the Church, ministers of the Gospel, 
do a great deal of foolish work, spoiling stones and using mud for 
mortar; but be assured Christ does not accept their work. They 
are not building at the Christian Church, but rather are sitting aside 
making mud-houses, as children are apt to do, for their own glori- 
fication and enjoyment. Not all the workers of the visible churches 
are workers of the invisible church; not all the doings of the visible 
churches tend to the increase and furtherance of the invisible church. 
What sane person would find fault with a structure in building be- 
cause of the dust, and the shavings, and the rubbish in general that 
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has settled upon it and accumulated on the ground about? Well, 
it is just so with the Christian Church, it,is now also being built. 
It is nevertheless surely a beautiful building, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or blemish, or any such thing. 

Ah, yes, what a magnificent temple will she be, when on the 
last day she will stand completed before the throne of God, the bride 
of the Lord! Millions and millions of living stones fitly framed to- 
gether by a heavenly builder, men, women, and children of all ages, 
of every race and color, with heavenly, immortal bodies, their faces 
shining as so many suns and their raiment white as the light, patri- 
archs and prophets, apostles and saints, and Christ Jesus, the chief 
corner stone, in the center, on the throne of glory, illuminating and 
enlivening all, receiving from every mouth, with one accord, heart- 
felt songs of praise and adoration. Yea, verily, what a building 
will this be! Human imagination is too narrow to picture it. — 
But it is not completed as yet. The scaffolding is not yet taken 
down. The rubbish that has accumulated during the progress of 
the work has not yet been burnt. The ground upon which she is 
to have her final glorious stand is not yet prepared. The carnal 
veil yet hangs before our eyes that we can see but dimly. 

Oh, what a blessing it is for anyone to be united to this holy 
Christian Church! What comfort to know that you are a living 
stone of the temple of God! May your station in life be yet so in- 
significant and humble, you are stationed higher than a king or 
queen. ‘‘It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know 
that when it shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is,’’ 1John 3,2. Even if your earthly life is continual 
sorrow, and care, and toil, you can rest assured that all this is for 
your best. For “all things must work together for good to them 
that love God.”’ 

But are you a stone of this building? let me ask each of you. 
Or are you still among the rubbish? Be, reminded, outside the pale 
of this Church, the invisible Church, the true holy Christian Church, 
there is no salvation. And Christ will finally thoroughly ‘‘purge 
His floor and will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” The 
time of harvest will come, when He will say to the reapers, ‘‘Gather 
ye the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them.’ You cer- 
tainly have no power to pick yourselves up and place yourselves 
upon the corner stone, as little as a stone has power to go out from 
the rubbish and lay himself among the stones of the building. But 
do discontinue resisting the Builder, allow Him to take you up. 
He is ever ready to do it, He will surely do it. God bless this 
sermon. Amen. JR 
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Communion Address on Matt. 11, 28. 


DEARLY BELOVED CoMMUNICANTS :— 

This is, indeed, a most precious text. Every communicant 
ought to learn this consoling passage by heart, so that he would 
know these words well and could readily apply them for his con- 
solation, encouragement, and for the strengthening of his faith. 
These precious words of Christ meet the trembling communicant 
who, feeling his own weakness and unworthiness, asks, ‘‘ Will Christ 
reveal His Father’s love and mercy to such a one as me? Will I, 
even I, be welcome at the Lord’s. Table?’’ with the most gracious 
encouragement. For well-nigh nineteen hundred years these words 
of Christ have been a great blessing to the Church, and have done 
unspeakable good to myriads of immortal souls. Every word in 
this text contains a mine of thought and comfort, if we but accept 
them in true faith. Let us, before we approach the Lord’s Table to 
receive the true body and blood of our dear Lord Jesus, pray ear- 
nestly and humbly unto God to impress the gracious invitation and 
the comforting promise of these words deeply upon our hearts 
through His Holy Spirit, so that they may become powerful in us, 
and give us much joy and encouragement to follow Christ’s kind 
invitation and to accept in true faith His promise. May the Holy 
Ghost graciously sanctify our hearts this morning, and enable us to 
come with clean hands and pure hearts, clothed in the spotless robe 
of Christ’s righteousness, and to consecrate ourselves to Him who 
gave Himself for our eternal redemption. 

But you say, I am a sinner, and as such deserve God’s wrath 
and displeasure. May I come to the Lord’s Table? May I receive 
the Lord’s Supper? Am I, even I, a welcome guest? Let me, 
therefore, as God shall enable me, answer these questions for you. 
Permit me to answer according to our text the following question : 


WHAT SHOULD ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN TO RECEIVE THE 
LORD’S SUPPER FREQUENTLY AND CHEERFULLY? 


iE 

Christ’s gracious invitation: ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden.’? Surprising! Amazing! Do but listen! 
Christ does not say, ‘‘Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
But on the contrary, He says, ‘‘Come unto me.’’ Heart-gaining 
invitation this! 

Mark who it is that invites! It is Jesus, the only-begotten and 
the well-beloved Son of the Father. It is Jesus, the Friend and 
Savior of sinners, who came into this world to seek and to save that 
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which is lost. It is Jesus, thine and my Lord, ‘‘who has redeemed 
us from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent sufferings and death.’’ It is Jesus, who, in the same 
night in which He was betrayed, instituted the Holy Supper, the 
feast of love, and in, with, and under the bread gives us His true 
body; in, with, and under the wine gives us His true blood, for the 
remission of our sins. 

And who are they that Jesus invites? He does not address 
those who feel themselves righteous, holy, worthy. He does not 
invite those who deny their sins and say, We have no sin. He does 
not address those who say, ‘‘God, I thank Thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers.’’ He addresses 
“all that labor and are heavy laden.’’ Christ means those who are 
thoroughly and deeply convinced of their own weakness, unworthi- 
ness, and sinfulness in the sight of God. He means the humble, 
- the lowly-minded, the self-abased, the poor in spirit. Dr. Luther 
properly says, ‘‘Those are heavy laden who are not self-confident, 
who keep God before their eyes, and do not live at random, like the 
world; but who are careful of what they do, and do not do; who 
honestly compare their lives with the Word of God, and see how 
their nature is so corrupted by sin that the proper obedience is sadly 
lacking, and they appear to themselves as the greatest sinners.’’ 
Those are they who are not wise in their own eyes and holy in their 
own sight. They are not rich and increased with goods. They do 
not fancy they need nothing. They regard themselves as ‘‘wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.’’ They feel a load 
on their heart, of which they would fain get free, a load of sin, a 
load of sorrow, a load of anxiety, a load of remorse. Dear com- 
municant, are you such? Are you heavy laden? Do you believe 
that you are a sinner? Are you sorry for your sins? Well, then 
do by no means despair as Judas did, but weep bitterly with Peter, 
and with a contrite heart come to Jesus. Even you. Jesus kindly 
invites all those who are heavy laden. All, whosoever they may be, 


and whatsoever their past lives —all such are kindly invited to come 
to Jesus. 

Come, ye sinners, one and all, 

Come, ye all have invitation; 

Come, obey His gracious call, 

Come and take His free salvation! 

‘ Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 


Mark, finally, what simple request Jesus makes to all commu- 
nicants, to all that labor and are heavy laden: ‘‘Come unto me.” 
Go not, as poor Judas did, to men for comfort and relief. Come to 
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Jesus. Wait not for help to arise from any other source; ‘‘for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved.’’ Therefore, come to Jesus, just as you are, this 
very day. He interposes no hard conditions. He speaks nothing of 
works to be done first, and deservingness of His gifts to be estab- 
lished. He.only asks you to come to Him. 

What is meant by coming to Jesus? Nothing but to believe on 
Him. Believe that He is the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world. Believe that He came into this world of sin and 
shame to suffer and to die for us. Believe that in the Holy Supper 
He gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Do you firmly believe this? 

How can we come to Jesus? believe on Him? Not by our own 
reason or strength; but the Holy Ghost has called us by the Gospel, 
enlightened us with His gifts, and wrought the true faith in us by 
means of the Word and Sacrament. This already should induce us 
cheerfully and frequently to partake of the Holy Supper. 


Ir 

But more so Christ’s gracious promise: ‘‘I will give you rest.’ 

Precious promise this! Mark who it is that promises: ‘‘I.’’ 
It is Jesus who invites. He invites and He promises grace and 
every blessing. J will give you rest. ‘These are words of majesty,’’ 
says Dr. Luther. ‘‘For no angel, much less a man, would dare to 
make such an offer; for here He indicates that He has power over 
sin, death, the Law, righteousness, life, and salvation; God only 
can do this.’”’ I will give you rest, even I, who have power to do it; 
therefore let this inspire your confidence. I, even I, who am will- 
ing to do it; therefore let this encourage your hope. Therefore, 

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
This is your accepted hour: 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, love, and power. 
He is able, He is willing; 
Doubt no more. 

Mark who they are to whom Jesus gives a glorious and precious 
promise: ‘‘You.’’ I will give you rest, you that labor and are heavy 
laden, and thus come to me for help. I will give you rest. You, His 
disciples, you, the present communicants, who are convinced of their 
sins, are heartily sorry for them, and who flee to Jesus to be saved from 
sin. You, beloved, who believe Christ’s words of institution: ‘‘This 
is my body, this is my blood;’’ and the promise of Christ: ‘‘Given 
and shed for the remission of sins.’’ Christ will surely give you rest. 

Mark what a gracious promise Jesus makes: ‘I will give you 
rest.’? Christ says, “I will give you rest.” The little word “will” 
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deserves our first notice. It is a deep mine, rich in comfort and 
encouragement to all communicants, to all laboring and heavy-laden 
souls. They show us the great willingness of Christ. They show 
us Christ’s mind towards sinners. They show us His infinite will- 
ingness to do good to the souls of men, and His remarkable readi- 
ness to show compassion. Let us always remember that if men are 
not saved, if their transgressions are not blotted out, it is not be- 
cause Jesus is not willing to save them.. He is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. He would 
have all men to be saved. He has no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth. He willingly gives His body and sheds His blood for 
the remission of sins. 

The little word ‘‘give’’ deserves our next notice. Christ will 
give you rest. You must not obtain rest by means of your good 
works. No, Christ will give you rest. It does not depend on any 
power or merit in you; no, not in any degree, neither in whole nor 
in part. Christ will give, freely give you rest. 

The little word ‘‘rest’’ finally deserves our notice. ‘‘I will give 
you rest.’ A cheering promise this! How and in what manner does 
Christ give us rest? He takes the burden away, that is, He for- 
gives the sin. He forgives the sins for His name’s sake. As He 
says, “This is my body, this is my blood, given and shed for you, 
for the remission of your sins.’”’ “I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember 
thy sins.”’ ‘‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’’ There is 
rest in Jesus, rest built on pardon of all sin, rest flowing from the 
peace with God. And in the blessed Supper Jesus comes to you to 
seal His forgiveness by giving you His body and blood which He 
has given and shed for you, for the remission of your sins. Come 
to the Holy Supper as a poor sinner and as a true believer, and 
Christ will give you rest. Therefore, 


Come, weary souls, with sin distressed, 
Come, and accept the promised rest; 
The Savior’s gracious call obey, 
And cast your gloomy fears away. 
Oppressed with guilt,—a painful load, — 
Oh, come and bow before your God! 
Divine compassion, mighty love, 

‚ Will all the painful load remove. 
Dear Savior! let Thy powerful love 
Confirm our faith, our fears remove; 
Oh, sweetly reign in every breast, 
And guide us to eternal rest. 


- Amen. ISCH 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Marx 8, 1—8. 

An astounding miracle that is related in our text. Here we 
have a most trustworthy statement of a deed which God performed, 
with whom nothing is impossible, that the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, did feed four thousand men with seven loaves of bread 
and a few small fishes, and that the food was so wonderfully multi- 
plied under His blessing hands that seven baskets were left over, 
more than had been there in the beginning. Here we must say 
with the Psalmist: Ps. 118,23. It is something which we could not 
and would not believe if it were not a part of the divine revelation. 
It is something which we cannot explain and account for according 
to the ordinary course of nature. It is a miracle.— But, if we open 
our eyes and look around us, do we not behold virtually the same 
miracle? Does not God every year convert the little seed which is 
put into the soil into hundreds of seeds of the same kind? Can we 
explain this wonderful process of the soil? Is it not a miracle which 
continually we behold before our eyes? 


THE GREAT MIRACLE OF THE SOIL. 


I. The nature of this miracle. 
Il. The comfort it affords to believers. 


Le 


a. The nature. Text: Vv.4—9.—By this miracle Jesus has 
shown before the eyes of the world that He is the Lord of nature. 
But does He not perform virtually and essentially the same miracle 
before our eyes every year? Is it not a most wonderful thing that 
the seed dies in the soil and rots away, and that from this decayed 
seed springs forth the fresh green blade, the plant develops until 
the golden grain is harvested and made into bread? Well has it 
been said, ‘‘We breathe miracles, we are upheld every day miracu- 
lously, we live by miracles, and that individual has a blind mind or 
a hard heart, or both, who does not see, or, seeing, does not recog- 
nize, the hand of our heavenly Father in all those gifts of His provi- 
dence and bestowments of His bounty by which we are sustained 
and surrounded.’’—The nature of this miracle is indeed identical 
with that of Christ’s multiplying the food in the wilderness. It is 
the same stupendous wonder, only we do not wonder at it because it 
occurs every year; by its constant recurrence it has lost, or ceased 
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to command, admiration. The only difference between the two is, 
that in ‘the wilderness Christ made bread by a direct act of His 
divine majesty, without the use of secondary causes, while in the 
annual miracle of the soil He employs the forces which He Himself 
puts in nature and produces food by a slower process. 

b. Objections answered. 4. It has been claimed that the soil 
yields its fruit according to the eternal immutable laws of nature, 
and that there is nothing miraculous about that. But who has ever 
heard of laws without a lawgiver? What God alone can do is a 
miracle, and as the creation of the world was a miracle of God, so is 
the preservation of this earth by His word no less a miracle of His 
divine majesty. #. It has been claimed, furthermore, that the prod- 
uct of the soil is rather a fruit of man’s labor than a miracle. But 
who has given you the hand to labor and the strength to use it? 
Who, moreover, has given you the fruitful field to till, and the rain 
and the sun to ripen the growing grain? Or, going further back, 
who has imparted to the seed the power of growth and develop- 
ment? Who counteracts the hurtful effects and watches over the 
various stages of the crop until it is stored in the barn? Is it not 
God’s doing? Will not your labor be utterly in vain if the Lord 
should withhold His blessing? Behold, as Christ blessed the food 
in the wilderness, so does God extend His blessing hands over the 
acres and fields and bid them produce their fruit. This is the great 
miracle of the soil. 


II. 


a. The comfort.—How comforting for us Christians to know 
that to this day our God does wonders! Ps. 145, 15. 16. 77, 14. 
God’s dealings with us are often wonderful and incomprehensible. 
A specimen we find in our Gospel, vv. 1—3. Here we might ask, 
Why does Jesus lead the people into the wilderness (Matthew) where 
they must suffer want? Why does He not send them away in time 
before they might faint by the way? His thoughts not our thoughts 
and His ways not our ways. From Christ’s dealing with the people 
we may learn that, if we follow Christ, we must not expect to fare 
sumptuously every day. Disappointment and apostasy of those who 
join the Christians with the expectation that earthly pleasures will 
come to them, when suddenly they find themselves in the wilder- 
ness, Acts 14,22. However, the great miracle of the soil which the 
Lord performs annually without fail must convince us that God will 
surely provide for all our bodily needs. Does He not give daily 
bread also to the wicked? Matt.5, 45. Does He not provide for the 
fowl in the air and for the lilies in the field? How could He forget 
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those who trust in Him? It is for their sakes that He does not with- 
draw His merciful hand from the sinful world, but annually per- 
forms His great miracle and has the earth produce all that His dear 
children must have for the support of body and life. 


b. Objections answered. Are not certain districts of the earth 
visited by a famine at times, and must not the believer starve to 
death with the unbeliever in such a famine? Famines and other 
general calamities are special visitations of God, and if in such cases 
He does not deliver His children in a wonderful way, as often He 
does, it is for their own eternal good that they should suffer in the 
furnace of affliction and be received into heaven from this vale of 
tears. Even then God will not impose upon His dear children 
heavier burdens than they are able to bear. — Perhaps you will say, 
I do not doubt that God will provide for those who trust in Him, 
and if He had to do so by miracle, but I am a sinner, I have not. 
been true to my God, I must fear that He will punish me for my 
misdeeds. How can you give room to such thoughts? Ps. 103, 
8—13. Confess your sins and do not despair of His divine help. 
Prov. 28, 13. Say to your Savior Jesus, O Lord, I am not worthy 
that Thou shouldst attend to my spiritual and bodily needs, but 
Thou art my Savior, Thou hast died for me, Thou hast promised to 
provide for me and not to forsake me. If thus you depend on your 
Savior for help, you shall not want in the wilderness of this world. 
“He that is our God is the God of salvation.”’ 8. 


Ee 


Sermon Outline on Ps. 18, 30. 


These words, found also 2 Sam. 22, 31, form a sublime dox- 
ology for gracious deliverances, a grateful retrospect of mercies 
received by the sweet Psalmist of Israel. (Rebellion of Absalom, 
persecution of Saul, conflicts with heathen nations.) It is a fine 
instance of true Christtan reasoning. Our text treats of 


I. The perfection of God’s ways, 
IL. The trial of His Word, 
III. The defense of His people. 


I: 
Our text tells us that God’s way is perfect. It is perfect 
a. in Creation. The heavenly bodies in the order of their rev- 
olutions and the adaptation of their changes to varied circumstances 


112 SERMON OUTLINE ON Ps. 18, 30. 


of man, Ps. 19, 1; the products of the earth, Ps. 104, 14. 15,24; 
man made in the image of God, they all tell us, that God’s way is 
perfect. The objection of imperfections in the natural world are 
met by Rom. 8, 22; man’s fall into sin. As for God, His way is 
perfect. 

b. In Providence, Gen. 50, 20. Jer. 29, 11. Rom. 8, 28. .;;, 

c. Chiefly in Redemption, John 3, 16, et al., setting forth the 
plan of salvation as presented in His Word. It is not enough to 
hear of and admire God’s way, but, ‘‘Walk ye init,”’ let it influence 
your thoughts and affections and actions. 


II. 

‘The Word of the Lord is tried,’’ we read in our text. It is 

a. tried by time. The antiquity of the Bible is a proof of its 
divinity, Matt. 24, 35. 

b. Tried by opposition, 1 Cor. 1, 23. Infidelity, ignorance, 
malice are arrayed against it, but it comes forth as fine gold from 
the furnace. 

c. Tried by the fulfillment of its promises. The predictions 
of the Old Testament to Adam, the patriarchs, Israel, and the 
prophets, the predictions of the New Testament; e. g., the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem occurred in literal consonance with the words of 
Scripture. Another class of promises are those made to the people 
of God. j 

Perhaps you have never doubted the authenticity of God’s Word, 
but have you clasped it to your heart as “‘the perfect law of liberty’’? 
Let us abide by its precepts and believe its teachings, e. g., Matt. 
7,7. Acts 16, 31. Hebr. 13, 5, which leads us to our last con- 
sideration. 


II. 
God is a buckler to all who trust in Him. 
a. The allusion to a weapon of defense,supposes enemies. We 


have enemies. Our flesh, the devil, and the world are arrayed 
against us, John 16, 33; nee 


. God is our Defense. Buckler synonymous with shield, Eph. 
6, ie Defended by God’s grace, we are more than conquerors, 
tom. 8, 31. Being ‘‘a buckler,”’ rely upon the strong arm of Him 
who is mighty to save. GB 


